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Fi To the Right Honourable 


| Sir FAMES SMITH, Kt. 


Lord Mayor 


| Of the CITY of 


And to the Honourable the 


COURT of ALDERMEN. 
HE Ends I aim'd at in this Diſ- 


[ courſe were, to do the Church 
| right to take off unreaſonable Pre- 
Judices, and to perſwade Men to the Com- 
munion of the beſt eſtabliſbed Churchtn the 


| World. And the ſame (I humbly preſume) 
were intended by your Order for the pub- 

\ P liſhing it : I do not apologize for the weak- 
uf 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
neſs (though. I am. conſcious of it ) your 


Commands warxant. _ P _ and 
Obeggenge ts part of #46: R gigion of guer 
Member of he Church of Fed d 7 
therefare only add my Prayers, that God 

'Dleſs all Endeavonrs * that tend to 
the undeceiving the People, and ſettling 
them in Unity,Peace and Loyalty ; and 
herein F become a Petitioner to God, not 
only for your Lordſhip and the Honourable 
Court (whoſe Undertakpugs- in this kind 
axe very remarkable). but alſa for every 
good Man in the Nation. 


Your moſt Obedient and 
Humble Servant, 


The. Wagſtaffe. 
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4,COR8. 12. 
When ye Sin Fs 1p ninft the Brethren, 


- and offend their Weak Gonſorence, ye 
Nr Take CR 1215 


—— 


+ the Churth of Eng/ond by its Adverfaries, 
one is that its Impoſitions are of a Sean+ 


. ' MONG. other-the Reproaches laid .uþon 


>. = dajpus Nature, that it'injoyas fuch things, 
25 are 'offnlieve' ro- Weak: Brethren, atld-the very 
Wards 1 have genera” hp \« —_— 
yet petulantly enough applyed to Chargy ithe 
Chiutetr with Sin arain(t' Chriſt, in offending -the 
Weak Conſciences of the Bterhren of » tht Separath- 
on; as if the nnpofing two or 4licee (Deraimoties, 
were as . Injurxeus- to tetider /tnmds now, as rating 
of Meat $acrificed tb {dolriin the begitmiag of Chct- 
ſtianity, 
A Charge it. is of a very high Nature, for 
the power the Church is inveſted with, is for Edift- 
cation,' not Deſtruction: ſteing it t0 have all 
Tendernet, and compaſtonate re towards the 
liecte Ones mm Chralt, if ( mſtead of this) ſhe only 
lays ſtumbling Blocks in ther way 5 the Churc, 
: woul z 


2 


would be ( what her Enemies have called her) an 
Adulterous Spouſe of Chriſt, and which btrayes the 
truſt her Lord hath repoſed in her, of forwardi 
the Salvation of all Men under her Care : But ' 


thoſe bethe Repreſentations of ce,or De- 

ſign, if in ( upon Rl Conferaion )there Vo 4 
appears no juſt Ground for ſuch a Charge. It will | 
not (1. conceive ) be unbecoming the filial Piety 
of a tttie Son, to vindicate the Innocence of his 
Mother,.” to wipe of thoſe Aſpertions which have , 
been caſt upon her, either by the Ignorant, or mi- 
ſtaken, orby thecrafty and malicious. In order tothis 
purpoſe, I ſhall indeavour to do theſe things fol- 

owing. 


Firſt, To ſtate the Notion or Nature of Scandal 
a as it is repreſented to us in the Go- 


2. To inquire whether thoſe that urge this againſt 
us, are really offended in a Goſpel Senſe, ' tho the 
ns A wa RE InI9 cAraE. repre- 

t 

3. Suppſethey were offended, yet theſe 2. things 
a__ conſidered. - 

irft. That this cannot with any Senſe or Con- | 
ſcience be.urged by them that are offended. | 

2. If the Matter of Offence be in things indiffer- 
ent, we cannot forbear them upon account of a 
weak Brother, where our Liberty is already deter- 
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mined. | 

3. Tho they are not offended by. us, they are deb 
really o by the Eeaders of the i | 

4- The Church of Exglend hath given no Occali- | 
on of offence to any. | 


6. Briefly 


Do ory 2” TD 
os 
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$. Briefly apply this to our ſelves. , 

Firſt, T (hall indeavour to ſtate the Notion or 
Nature of Scandal as it is repreſented in the Goſpel, 
and in doing this I ſhall indeavour to conſider the 
moſt important Caſes mentioned in the new Telta- 
ment -. (from whence only we can have it) and 
trom thence frame ſuch a Notion as is agreeable to 
that Repreſentation the Goſpel makes of it. 

TherearetwoCaſcs largely ſpoken to by St. Pas/ in 
the Epiſtles, one is the Fourteenth and Fifteenth 
Chapters to the Romans, the other is the Eighth and 
Tenth Chapters of the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthi- 
ans. Both theſe I ſhall briefly confider. 

Of that in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth to the Ro- 
mans, the ſumm (I conceive) is this 3 among the Ro- 
man Chriſtians, there were ſeveral Jewiſh Converts ; 
who had not yet worn out the ſence of Moſes's Law 
but thought themſelves, and all others alſo convert- 
ed to Chriſtianity (in ſome meaſure )under the bind- 
ing power\ of it, as to the Obſervation of Days, 
Meats, &c. The Gentile Chriſtians on the contra- 
ry, eſteegy'd themſelves free from all ſuch Obſervati- 
ons, that theſe were no parts ofthe Goſpel diſpenlati- 
on, that therefore neither they nor the Jews themſelves 
ought to have any regard or account for them and 
this (as it uſually happens in the differences of Parties 
and Opinions) made them Contemn and Cenſure 
each other, the Strong deſpiſing the Weak, as too 
nice and ſuperſtitious, and the Weak judging the 
Strong as prophane, and neglcCters of Gods Law. 
And this was grown ſo high, that ſome of the wea- 
ker ſort were | endangered; and there were 
fears, the Jews might be —gy from Chriſtia- 

pity 
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nity, by unſeaſonablly exploding thoſe things, which. 
they Ava were of divine Inſeutions _ which: 
{tho agate) they had yet a Conſcience for. In 
this Cafe the Apoſtte adviſeth not to Judge one ano- 
ther but Tudge this rather, that no man put a Stum- 
bling Block, or an occaſion to fall in his Brothers 
way (Ver. 13. ) the prejudices of Education'and Cu- 
{toms (eipectatly thoſe that had ſuch a SanRion as 
thoſe 0 the Jews ) would not be fo foon worn out; 
and the ſevere mfifting upon, or (which is worſe) 
the reproachfully and contemptuoully o_—_ a- 
gainft them, would qe avert and - - r new 
roſe} lally thofe of ſerupulous and doubt 
ves pro em way engage them to another Doc 
rine, or way of Religion. The Jews had been Born, 


and Bred' yp under the Rites of Moſes, and this was. 


| part of ther Religion: And {6 ſoon! as they haden- 
tred _inco Chriſhanity, preſently to fall foul upon 
them, or to treat them diſdainfully and haughrily for 
ufing them 5; would be the readjeſt courſe to drive 
them away: And therefore, tho the thing be.tiever 
fo true, tho they were never fo mach convinc'd that 
thedifvindtion of Days and Meats, ec. were whol- 
ly taken away by Chriſt, yet this o_ to be mild! 
and meekly (at leaſt) prefs'd in reference to t 


who had. other perſwaſionsconcerning ther;,and who. 
had not ſufficient growth inChrittianity, as t6 be ful- 


ly inſtrufted in. the Nature and force of Chriſtian 
Liberty. 1 know ( faith he'Y and am perſwailed by 
the Lord Jeſus that thereis nothing wnelean of it ſelf, 
but to him that efttemeth any thing unclean, to him 
it # unclean (Ver. 14.) altho as to the things them- 
{lves, T have afreeLiberty, and may follow my own 


Senti»- 
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Sentiments, yet I afn to have reſpet, as well to my 
Brothers weakneſs, as to my own freedom, and (be- 
caufe he thinksvtherwiſe) if by any nediſcteer or un- 
charitable uſe of this Liberty, I offend him, and vc- 
cafton him, that is not ſo fully perſwaded, to fall a- 
way from the faith, I ought not to make uſe of it. 
If thy Brother be grieved with thy Meat, wow watheſt 
thou not Charitably, Deſtroy not hit with thy Meat for 
whom Chrift dyed, (ver. 15.) 

And this I take to be the Summ of this matter, 6 
far as it relates to the caſe of Scandal, and of which 
(for the preſent) I ſhall deſire only to remark this 
one thing, | | 

That the means whereby the weak Brethren were 
really (or likely to wg offended (in the Caſe1 have 
recited ) were reproaching and deſpiſiag the Ceremgd- 
nies of the Jews, tho they were really a ted, 
and Contemning and Slighting the weaker Chriftians 
that us'd them. | "ON, [659 

From whence we may ng. Bi {for 1 (iidll 
make no further uſe of it) that Vilifying and ſcorn- 
i Cuts, and thern that uſe therh,Siay #$equal- 
ly be an occaſion of feandal as impoſing them. - And 
St. Pasl himſelf took ſuch care Ih this iniatrer; that 
rather then offend the Jews he avally corply'd 
with a Mofaical Rite, and Circutycis'd He 
had (it ſeems) another opiniot! of Chtiſtian Liberty, 
than the ſtiff men of Separationzthey thitik their Liber- 
ty invaded by Impoſitions, -and they onptit not to 
yield to their Governors, becauſe Chriſt hath made 
them free, and yet St. Paul (by vettueofhis Chriſti- 
an Liberty not to offend them he was among, could 
uſe an abrogated Rite, and ſuch a onhe as Chriſt did 

B 2 unqueſti- 


4-o# te 

. Wnqueſtionably free us from- But ſome men have 
an odd and perverſe Notion of things? They think 
they have Chriſtian Liberty enough to break all the 
Laws and [njunQions of their Governours, but they 
are ſtreight Jac'd, and can find no Chriſtian Liberty 
to comply with them, and obey them, ardthis is the 
difference between Saint Paul and them, Saint Paxls 
Chriſtian Liberty gave him a Latitude, and he could 
do any thing that was not Sin,: for ſomewhat leſs 
ends then obedience to Magiſtrates ; Circumciſion he 
knew in it ſelf, was neither neceſſary, nor Conve- 
nient, yet he did uſe it for the fake and fatisfaftion 
of thoſe people, but our Libertines cry out, they 
{ball betray. their Liberty 1n doing any thing they do 
not like, and they will not go a Haires breadth tho 
it be to obey their Rulers, and to promote the 
Churches peace. But this only by. the way. 

The fecond place the Apoſtle inſiſts on in reference 
to the offending our weak Brother, is that from 
whence theText is choſen, and itis ſpoken to in the 
Eighth and Tenth Chapters, of the Firſt Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians., and. the Caſe Ttake to be this. Some 
thought it lawful to eat Meat offered to Idols, and 
the Reaſon oy, gave for it was, becauſe an Idol is 
nothing,, and ſo-could not convey any Stain or Pol- 
lution to the Meat offer'd to it, that which was no- 
thing could not infe&t Gods real Creatures : But 
ſince he appointed themfor our uſe, and ſupport, we 
might . freely and indifferently uſe them for theſe 
_ whether they were, or were not ſacrificed to 
Idols; for why ſhould that which was nothing de- 
bar a Man of a Right which God had given. him? 
Ta this St, Pay! anſwers by grantingthe Reaſonthat 


It's. 
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it's true, an Idol is nothing, and there 1s no God 

but one, and therefore as to the things themſelves 

they might Eat, or not Eat, asthey found themſelves 

diſpoſed : But there were ſome accidental Confide- 

rations, which might make it unlawful, and inexpedi- 

ent, «nd thofe were tho not as to the =— them- 

felvs, yet in reference to their Brethren, For ſore 

with Conſcience of the Idol unio this Hour, eat it as 

a thing offered unto an Idol, that is, they take It as 
conſecrated Meat, and part of the Idol Worſhip, and 
their Conſcience- being weak is defiled (Ver.7.) thoſe 
that had been newly converted from Idolatry, were 
not ſo fully weaned from their old Opinions and Cu- 
ſtomes 3 but they had' (as is uſual in all' changes ) 
ſome kind ofSence and Apprehenfion towardes their 
former Modes-of Worſhip, and might the ſooner be 
brought to relapſezand when they ſaw them that were 
confrmed, or Eminent Chriſtians doing the ſame 
things that Idolaters do, they might be perfwaded 
that Idolatry was not ſo Vain a thing, and they, 
who had yer ſome kind of Confcience towards an 
Idol, might be induced to do the ſame, and fo be 
brought back to Idolatry, from which they had but 
lately eſcaped. For if any Man ſee thee which haſt 
Knowledg ſit at Meat in the Idols Temple, ſhall not 
the Conſcience of him that is weak be emboldened to 
eat theſe things that are offered to Idols, and by that 
means, having not the ſame Sence and eſtimate of 
things, be made a formal' Idolator, and through thy 
K nowledg ſhall the weak Brother periſh for whors 
Chriſs dyed £ (ver. 10. 11.) If therefore the Liberty 
a knowing Chriſtian hath, bethus perverſely uſed , as 
to become a ſtumbling block to the Weak, If this 


knows: 
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knowledg of having a power to eat any of Gods 
Creatures, be not direGted by Love and Charity. 
It is a ſinful abuſing the priviledges Chrift hath pur- 
chaſed, . and inſtead of complying with, is ' a di- 
ret Violation of his Will; But when ye.ſo Sin egainſt 
the Brethren, and wound their weak Conſcience, ye 
Sin againſt Chriſt, ( Ver. 12. ) 

And this, -I conceive, is the Jum, and full im» 
port of this place, and from theſe two places I have 
mentioned, we may take a full.account of the Na- 
ture of Scandal, from hence are two things remar- 
kable. 

Firſt, That a Weak Brother ( in a Goſpel Senſe ) 
is ſucha one, as has been newly converted to Chri- 
ſtianity, and who ( for want of Time, Confidera- 
tion, or Inſtruftion) is not ſufficiently confirm'd in 
the Principles of it: 'Tis ſuch a one, whoſe Chri- 
ſtianity as yet hangs looſe ; 'tis new, and unſettled, 
he bath. yet ſome kind of Conſcience, and tenden- 
cy of mind to his former Ways, and fo he is apt to 
ſtagger, to be carried away by Temptations, and 
cy to be driven back. His Religion is ( as it 
were ,) pendulous, and any thing turns the Scales. 
Fais, an tle, and prudent viour may-Wit 
him to'a further embracing the. Faiths but incon- 
fiderate, indiſcreet, and uncharitable Methods .may 
run him again into his fortter Errours, and this was 
plainly the Caſe of the Weak Perſons in the places I 
have confidered,and thisI trake-tabe the true Notion 
of a Weak Brother: and I do not think there is any 
other Notion of it in the whole Goſpel. And fuch 
Perfobns as theſe, every good Man will think it rea» 
fonable,ro treat with all the M7 

 Mvaky 
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Complyableneſs poflible.To ſubmit totheirinfirmity, 
and as Satnt Paul ſpeaks, to become every thing 
to them, that hemight ſave them. 

But what is this to thoſe amongft us ? Is there 'no 
difference between the Cafe of new Converts and 
thoſe Born and Bred up in Chriſtianity > Who have 
ſuck'd in the principles of Religion with their milk, 
who have always hv'dunder the power of it, and have 
had time and opportunities more then ſufficient, for 
conviction, information and inſtruftion? If fuch as 
thoſe will be always Babes, if their Faith be fo un- 
ſetled fill, fach weakneſs is not only a great ſhame, 
but I fear, when all heactsare try*'d, will appear not 
weakneſs but wilfulneſs. 

Beſides, what hath the Caſe of weakneſs to do with 
thoſe, who as King James fpeakes are 
wot only Strong, but Head-Strong, wha are — 
obſtinately wedded to Foolifh and un- 
reaſonable opinions, whom nothing of Lenity can 
win, nothing of reafon can ſatisfy ;, are theſe ro be 
entertain'd' with the fame tenderneſs that belongs to 
a weak Brother ? Weaknefs indeed is bur obftinacy, 
and ftiffnefs in error was never thought an argu- 
ment of compaſſion and fifferance. Our Saviour 
himſelf, and his Apoftles, who always condeſcend- 
ed to Weakneſs, yet vigorouſly and Zealouſly oppo- 
ſed themſelves againſt perverſeneſs, and (tubbornneſs. 

2, Hence weleethat Scandalor offending a Weak 
Brother, is no leſs then perverting kim from Chriſti- 
anity, and therefore we find in all places cited, that 
wher he is offended, he is faid to be deſtroy'd and 
made periſh: * This is plainly the meaning of. being: 
offended here. And the being hindred from belie- 
ving 
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ving m Chriſt, or being induc'd to forſake that Belief 
afterwards, is the ſence of moſt (if not all) of the 
places of the New Teſtament where the words Scan- 
dal or Offence are named, I ſhall need to inſtance but 
in two or three. In the Thirteenth Chapter of Saint 
Matthew in the Parable of the Sower and the Seed, 
that is, as our Saviour himſelf interprets it, himſelf, 
and his Doctrine at ver. 20, 21. 'tis ſaid; He that re- 
ceiveth the Seed in Stony places, is he that heareth the 
Word, and. with joy receiveth it, . but he hath not Root ; 
for when Tribulation, or Perſecution, cometh becauſe 
q the Word, by and by he is offended, that is, by 
eaſon of Tribulation, and Perſecution, which follow 
upon the profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith he forſakes 
” it. SoSaint Matthew 18th. Chapter ver. 6. Whoſoever 
ſhall offend one of theſe little Ones that believe in 
me , that is, ſhall make themleave the Profeſſion, or 
Prattice of my Faith. So when the Jews are faid to be 
offended at Chriſt, they were through their own miſ- 
conceptions and prejudices hindred from believing on 
him 3 ſo then being offended ts not ſolight a thing as 
ſome makeofir, 'tis not being angry or diſpleaſed, 
but ſuch a thing whereby. their Religion is endan« 
gered, and they are thereby diſcourag'd either from 
embracing, or continuing in Chriſtianity. 

Now this is matter of a very high Nature, and it 
is no Wonder that the Goſpel, which takes fomuch 
care for the Salvation of all Men, ſhould (as much as 
may be) indeavour to prevent the Joſs of any, Cha- 
rity is the Summ of our Religion as to God, fo alſo 
to our Brother, 'and 'tis a duty incumbent on all, 
both upon the account of God, of their Chriſtianity 
and of their Neighbour, to propagate and ſpread ir, 

an 
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and to uſe all fair means that others may entertain it, 
as' well as our ſelves. If therefore, by an behavi- 
our of oats, there is bred a diſlike and averſijon, and 
our Brother falls away from Chriſt, ' we betray our 
Saviour, we hinder his deſign and end in coming, 
and wecontraditthe Fundamental Principle of Chr1- 
{tian;Religion. © Thefe are things th of the 
bigheft-concernment, and it is no wonder our Savi- 
-our/ahd the-Apoſile gives ſuth ſevere Rules and In- 
junctions concerning them. The Salvationof a man 
is of high importance - 'Twas that for which Chriſt 
died;cand his Religion is the way ro ir+. / *Tis no 
barſh order therefore, That we ould Cl means 
take rare, (that our Liberty: 43 wot a Stunubling Block to 
them that are Week, (1 Cor. 8. 9.)And the Spot 
profeſſes for himſeMf- that if Meat make hi 

to offend; he'will eat! none while the W. ſtand: 
eth, hat is, he will do nothing that is in his 

to forbear; rather than hazard theloſs of his Brothers 
Soul, and'tyuly he muſt have mean thoughts of Chri- 
ſtiam'Chariry, _ of Mans Salvation, that will-not 
deny ti great many lawful Freedoms rather 
than his Biochers Saf Salvation ſhall -be hazarded,/and he 
be occafion'dto forſake Chriſtianity. 

And'this I take to be the true'Notion ofScandal as 
it is ſtated'in the Goſpe), and concerning which thoſe 
Rules, and Directions of not offending our Brother 
were made-:. I confeſs there are Scandals of an infe- 
rior Nature, and in which 'Sence Divines- generally 
handle this Subje&, and: that is when our Phaviow 
occaſions our —_ Retigion' _ whole, but 
to break an our ll into Sin, 
and this tho ir be torus, : th is apreat om 
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in degree and walignity, | at $candal is that 
whack is{o much ws, tholk things and pa 
ſeriptions (1 have mentian'd) tho they .may\al 
Proportion be bigding/in reference to the laſer ones, 
yet I conceive they are chictly intended, anddo ge 
manily, relate tothe greater 3 tho they may beRules 
for our. Bgheyiour, and axe to beſo. with. Reſpedtto 
any Sin of ourBruther, per theirficſtand ehiefelt Re- 
meme is4n reference tO His Total deſextion iof Chri- 
JANytY, 

To comprehend the wholetherefuse, A Weak Bro- 
ther is offenged, when by 32gy anoaritable brhavi- 
Qur,. imprudentaaſe.of kberty, erether means, he is 
Arjvenamay from gooey og Or.6C 
hte any port afit 4 far tho (as [ —- the Rules the 
TRY net attending, haveahe ve 
taecure 


ang were mainly (fn only )! 


ondPajity afRefan they may 


by Analogy 
Reps 19' preyant JkewiGthcis linen an — 


and here-the argument” is 
the lefrafor jt irheadaandelged 


Jaanity in'the Whole, "tisdb (rhe w 
farſaktany Rait of m.- 


gree) to occafionhim t9 mt - 
Feakn engGroney of theſe Rules was that: thereby 


Salvation was hazarded, and a Marrs balvation i is im 


pgs (tho-nat aqually.neor ſo:;machNiybis 


$8, ashy, ahi] ridiao Riclighamcn 3 


ll jadeayauy rows ice 06indr{n of Fact, 
waethes they that! urge bis abjedlinn ace waily of. 
tended:in.aJioſpel Gace,jor vetiaahes.qny rcafondble 


Maa can behiownſe, grant aus tlie hinges are 


—_ 


firaw-falling framithe ES Fob, 


good fram the 
IC 
an _ 
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bad as they. repreſent. them. Iſhall not: here enter 
into Men's Conſciences,. to: them own Judge they 
ſtand'qr fall.. ;But the ground of this inquizy: is this, 
They area! walk quarrellingat onrCeremonies,always: 
angry-at and* difpleas'd with, them, a1 ng! we 
.can.do can perſwade them 048 POR GtTREns 
Now this (whict they take to.be their offence) is/an! 
undenyable Argument againtt.iz, and\{o long as they: 
continue 1n that. ML, Ys it nat| offtcnd- 
ed, but ut is impoſhible they ſhould be (a, Ferfup- 
poſe there was that real evilin them, which they: et- 
ther do, or make us. believe'thay think there: s 3: the 
impoſing them-by the Charch,ps whe ufing themoub 
ſelves, what inconvenience: ſgever, they; may- bring: 
to us, can never hazard: them, who run frem' them: 
as far as they. are able. Let our 'Ceremanies be as) 
Anti-Chriſtan, and Idolatians, as.they would: have 
them, what: harm is.that,to.thoſa, /who,, will non ſo 
much as touch them with; one gftheir, Fingers ? Hail 
theſePeople too great an.oginian of Ceremonies, were: 
they apt to worlhip and and ſhould:our- 
juſt and decent uſe of theny bring.them-to this, they 
would. indeed be. offcnded, tho, we hat! nar: given 
the occaſion; But,.now to ſcormn;and; hate: them, te 
vilifie and repre them, AG ulſe-them, and: 
et cry. out are. 0 ed, at. thera} is-# contra» 
dition, In the Caſe of Meat offer'd: to Idols, the: 
Strong are forbidden to eat, - not becauſe the weake 
Brother is angry, or diſplea&d-with,ſo.doing,, but 
for fear. he ſhould be too. well pleasd' with it,. that-is; 
ſhould like it ſo well as to-do it. himſelf and it way 
not becauſe they had an ill. opinion} but too good! 
opinion! of an Idol, for as yet they-had: Conſtienge 
2 


towards 
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towards the Ido], and __ be emboldened' to eat 
it as part of the Idol Worſhip. Their Weakneſ7 con- 


ſifted in having too good thoughts of theſe things,. 
1 | 


and therefore they be forborn, leſt they 
ſhould eſteem them yet more, and ſo be confirm'd 
In, or return'd to Idolatry. And ( in this Senſe ) 
if our Brethren were offended, they ſhould then 


frequent our Aſſemblies, and Idolize our Ceremo- | 


nies, andEfteem them holier than we do our ſelves. 
But when they revile and clamour againſt them ; 
when they deride and ſcoff at them, if there ſhould 
be any hurt in them, theſe '( of a} Men ) are not 
like to be! fpoiled by our Exatyple: tho kneeling at 
the Sacramerit ſhould be Idolatry, and the Surpliſs, 
and Common-Prayer downright Popery 3 yet the 
Chriſtianity of ſuch cannot be endangered by them. 
For how can they be poluted , and their weak Con- 
ſciences ' wounded by 'afy- thing they will not uſe? 
Theſe © People” chorefvee think they are offended, 
- only becauſethey+care angry and vexed,” and who 
can help it ? ſuch things will be, fo long as there 
are peeviſh,- unquiet, and troubleſome Natures in 
the Worldz but ſurely they ver ek t to hinder the 
Church from'"injoynting, or us Tec 

that is decent'and'uſeful. Nay, this is ſo far from 
being a Scandal, or any Inducement for us to for- 


bear theſe things, that upon this very account, and. 
for their fakes, we ought to be more' Zealous and. 
Earneſt in them; if by aty- means' we might bring, 
them to,fome Conſcience of theſe things 3 if our.. 


careful diſcharge of our Duty might win_upon 
them, and they ſeeing our good works might . be 


ruling any thing | 


brought-to a-juſt regard for Aithority, anda" right | 
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eſteem for the Peace and Union of the Church. For 
thoſe that for matter. of Rites can ſeparate and di- 
vide, have too mean Eſteem of Unity and Obedi- 
ence, and while they. ſee us looſe. and careleſs in 
our Duty, it will be apt to confirm, them in- their 
Error, The Weakneſs of our Brethren plainly con- 
fiſts jn too much (lighting Decency and Ceremonies, 
and too. little regard. for Authority. And an indif- 
ferency, coldneſs, or. complying with them will 
nouriſh their miſtakes, will confirm them in their 
ill grounded Opinion, and really offend them. 
here is one Objection to this, and that is, That. 
tho they ſhould not be offended in Reference to the 
uſe of the Ceremonies, becauſe they do not uſe 
them, yet the Ceremonies being impoſed by the 
Church, and they having ſuch an Averſion to them,. 
are thereby. prejudic'd againſt our Communion, and' 
ſo want the means of Salvation that is amongſt us, 
and by that means they may, tho not by the other, 
be offended. This Objection I do not know that it. 
is urged by any of them, nor indeed can it well be 
by thoſe who think they have purer Ordinances, 
and purer Ways of Worſhip. But what weight there. 
is.in;this Qbje&ion, and how far the Church in its. 
Impoſitions may have regard to the Prejudices of 
People, and whether this will relate, to the Cafe of 
our preſent Diſlenters, will be ſpoke to under. anoy 
ME TR fi ih ly offended: yer tov 
- Suppoſing they are really offended}; yet how» 
a there two tlie: ought.to be canfidered. 4k 
Fir&, That this cannot with any. Senſe or' Con-- 
ſcience be uſed; by them that are affended. 


2; If. 
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2. If the matter of Offence be in- things indiffe- 
rent,, we cannotforbear them upon the. account'of 
a weak Brother, where our Liberty is alteady de- 
ns... hos 
Firft, That this, canniot with any. Serice” of Con- 
ſcience be urged by them that-are offended; I know 
they think they ſay ſomething, when they ſay they 
are. offended , but whatſdever. it may be againſt us, 
tobe ſure it is nothing for themſetves -. For they dv 
not confider that to be offended,is a Sin, as well as 
to offend, and the weak Brother that. falls is in as 
much danger, as he that makes him.: For a Scandal 
becomes a Sin, no otherwiſe, than as it hath Relati- 
on to other Mcns Sins, and' if it be a Sin in the” re- 
mote Occaſion, *tis certainly ſo in the immediate 
Aﬀor; He that cauſes a man to forfake his Duty 
(which is the Goſpel Scandal. } is guiky, of, and 
Pitiiſhable for the Scandak,, and' he thar does it, & 
guilty” of, and. puniſhable fbr the Tranſpreffion, of 
ods Lay : ta ſhort, if it bea Sit. to entice, to tempr,, 
or.to provoke to Sin, 'tis certainly not lefs. to a, 
and to perform it, and; therefore: we read. in; the 


Sandahthe, Goſpel. ſpeaks of ;, Theſe that were of- 
fen ed were-pot ſo very Innocent, nor ina very 
Hopeful, Conditiov. But they are ſaid' to be 1bft,, 
_ tp periſh, and, to be deſtroyed. | And now is nor 

i nt; hopeful Arguments and can any man uſt jr 

that is really offended ?' all that he fays muſt” rev 
bound.ugon;himſelf, and every clamour againft ' us 
flies in his own Face; for it is certainly a Duty not 
to, be ſcandaliz'd, as well as not to ſcandal; and if 
they are offended, and are Tenfible of it, tiffy Sin 


knowingly 3 and if they know it, why dothey not 
bl re- 


f. 2p } 


remove their Oftences, and rfarbare to:Sin ? For 
*tiscertainly/a very ſtrange bing, for Men,perpetu- 
ally to. cry-out, They are ina teult, and yet never 
4akecare to-mend; it. ; But-the ruth is,the Ven that 
talk at this 'rate, do. pot know what they f{ay, they 
take thew-own unreaſonable Frets, and Diſcantents 
Far Offence, which notwithſtanding .in the Goſpel- 
Senſe 45 quite Gontrary., | | 
2. If the Matter of Offcace be in. things Jindiftc 
xentin' thewr Natyre, where our Liberty ps ol 
determined, we-canncet forbaze them, tho.our weak 
Brather Ghould thereby. be offended. And. this is 
-curCaſr, 4he 4hipgs 4n-Copnt,overlic we believe to 
e:df av indifferent Nature, .apd uch as:are in-owr 
Superiours Power to i , And when lawful Au- 
thority hath znterpaſed, we are-no longer free, and. 
the things which arc indifferent in their FS, AFE 
not now indiflerent in' their ule, we are under the 
Prey wag of- the;:Law, and aze obliged. to.ob- 
ferve them, by Virtue -of thoke Injunions which 
command us to ſubmit our ſelves to the Powers et 
aver 'us + And new (in this'Cafſe) what would 
they have us to9.do ? would they thave us, deſpite 
Authority, and break throwhe Laws? »thits perhaps 
might plea and Gtizhethem.z but lure they.do nat 
expe& we ſhould wound our own Conſciences to 
heal theirs, that we ſhould Sin our {clves to preyent 
'Swvin them... Fer (if they do not,.) we dp believe 
we anthounthin;Confaence 40.aþey our Goyernaques 
im/a|lthingsLawtyl :.the things.that occafion'd the 
'Seandilsthe Apolile (peaks af, were as yerrleft ug- 
determin'd, andithey might as well omit,as.uſe the. 
oBut 'tzx notfb wh us, We aye nxednp by Reel 9 
tacre- 


a 
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'therefore if our Brethren ſhonld be offended, we 
'may be ſorry, but we cannot help it : We may wiſh 
they were more Judicious and' Underſtanding, ' than 
to be ſcandaliz'd ar Tnnocent Rites, and we may take 
all the Care we can. to-1nform them 'bettet ; but 
we muſt not therefore forbear them, and diſobey 
our Rulers ; we may have all Tenderneſs and Charity 
for them. But Charity begins at home : we cannot 
out of Love to them Tuin-onr ſelves, 'arid hegle&t 
our Duty, and make other Mens miſtakes the 
Rule of our Conſciences. Aud this is the third Thing, 

4- I ſhall indeavour to make out, that tho they 
are not offended by us, 'yet they' are really offen- 
ded by the Leaders of the 'Separation. ' And this 
will retort the Argument upon themſelves : For this 
purpoſe I ſhall need only to remind you, That the 
formal Nature of Scandal is ſucha Behaviour of ours, 
as whereby our Brother is'lead' into 'Sin. - And to 
make this good againſt the Heads of the Separation 
Tſhall premiſe, and 'take for 'granted theſe three 
Thin 

Firſt, That Obedience to Governours in all Law- 
ful Things is a Duty. | 

''2. That Separation from a Lawful Communion, 

from a Church whereof we are National Members, 
and wherein we may Communicate without Sin, is 
aSin. 

3. That the Church of Exygland is ' ſuch a 
Church. Theſe three (which might eaſily | be 
made out ) butwould take' up too much time 
for the preſent Diſcourſe, and which I muſt 
now therefore take for granted. But they being 
granted it will follow, that thoſe Perſons, who 


in 


[ 19 ] 


entice them from their Obedience, and who lead 
them into Schiſm, are the perſons that really offend 
them, ( 3.e. ) theſe are the Men that Occaſion them 
to Sin. Thoſe therefore that lead them into Con- 
venticles, and teach them to deſp:ſc Dominion, and 
ſpeak evil of Dignities, thoſe that make them believe 
two or three Ceremonies are as heavy as the Mo- 
ſaical Yoke, that by calling hard Names,as Aztichriſt, 
and Baa''s Prieſts, fright and ſcare poor People from 
our Communion ; theſe are they that offend them, 
that is, who make them Sin, and pervert them from 
their Duty. Where therefore they lcarn to be proud 
and untraftable, to be FaQious and Schiſmatical, 
to be Seditious and Ungovernable, there it is they 
muſt lay their Offence. And if it be ſeriouſly en- 
uired into, whence it is that thele Men have taken 
uch an ill and Unrighteous Opinion concerning 
us, and the things we uſe, as to believe the 
Communicating with us will polluteand defile them, 
this cannot be 1n the things themſelves, and *is 
ſom? what. odd, that Men ſhould believe the 
Church of Erxgland is Popiſhly given, which not- 
withſtanding is, ( and any man way know it that 
will ) the chiefeſt!ſupport of Proteſtaniſm, and the 
greateſt Bulwark againſt Popery in the World ; 
tis ſtrange that Men 1n their wits ſhould think, that 
whining and fighing, that undigeſted thoughts, 
and crude, ( not to ſay nonſenſical ) Ex nile 
ſhould be the Spirit of Prayer, and more fit to ex- 
preſs the Neceſſities of a Congregation, than theſe 
that have been deliberately pen'd by the moſt Ju- 
dicious and Godly in a Nation : I ſay, whence is it, 
that Men take up ſuch Wo Mts e there 
18 
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is not one of a thouſand of them that ever examin- 
ed the truth of things, or have any thing to lay be- 
fides ſome ſcurrilous Expreſſions ; they take them 
upon truſt, and (ſwallow down every thing 
their Leaders diate, and ſo they become offended, 
and ſeperate from us, and fly from our Communion, 
And ſo long as they are made to believe, that when 
we kneel at the receiving the Communion, we are 
Idolaters, that the Croſs in Baptiſm is making new 
Sacraments, that when they Communicate with us, 
they ſhall joyn themſelves to- a Company of Jews, 
Heathens, or Papiſts ; theſe Men indeed are oftend- 
ed; but wo be to them by whom ſuch Offences 
come, who raiſe up Bug-bears, and ſcare-Crows, 
and drive Chriſtian People from what they are 
bound in Conſcience to do ; theſe therefore that 
make them divide and ſeparate; that are always rai- 
ling at an Innocent Church, that feed their preju- 
dices, and whet their Diſcontents, that infinuate in- 
to the injudicious, unſtable, and unſettled; theſe 
( how much ſoever they may humour and pleaſe 
them. ). Ace intruth the Perſons that offend them, 
that is, that withdraw them from their Duty,and Oc- 
cafion them to Sin. For, 
- $. The Church of England hath upon no. ac- 
count given Occaſion of Offence to any, ſhe hath 
not done any thing that may Diſcourage any Honeſt 
Man in the way of his Salvation. But hath uſed all 
means to ſet up the Kingdom of Chriſt, and to pro» 
mote the Intereſt of Souls. Her Dodtrines are the 
lame with the Goſpel, andthe Faith which was once 
- delivered to the Saints, ſhe hath preſerved pure, and 
-deliver'd uncorrupted to her Children. And thoſe 
who 


> 
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who are offended at theſe, would likewiſe be of- 
fended at Chriſt, if he was alive. But this I ſhall 
not now need to infilt upon , it being not denyed 
by any, except the wildeſt ſort of Separatiſts, But 
doth the not give Milk with one Breaſt, and Poyſon 
with the other ? tho' her Dectrines be pure, yet 
the Liturgy and Ceremonies ſhe impoſcs may pol- 
lute and defile our Conſciences. And this might be 
ſomething, if our Ceremonies were Numerous and 
Cumberſome,it they were a Clog and Impediment to 
Piety and Devotion, if they were invented, and ſet 
up by our Church, and nor uſed by the belt Chri- 
ſtians in Ancient Times; But if they are, for their 
number, few; for their Nature, fit and apt to pro- 
mote Religion and God's Worſhip : If they have 
been uſed by the Primitive and early Chriſtians, then 
they cannot in Reaſon offend : And why ſhould the 
Common Prayer, and the Sign of the Croſs corrupt 
us, which did very well agree, with the Conſcien- 
ces of the beſt and pureſt Chriſtians? But that which 
- ſhall chiefly inſiſt on, is comprehended in theſethree 
hings. 

Fir, That the Methods the Church proceeded 
with in theſe Things upon the Reformation, ſeem'd 
moſt proper to prevent Offences. 

2. That the Things ſhe hath retain'd are De- 
cent and Uſeful , apt to advance Religion and 
Gods Worſhip, and to ſecure it from Irreverence 
and Profanation, and therefore might reaſonably be 
enjoyn'd'for the benefit of a Religious Society, ' tho 
ſome Perſons of that Society might miſtake them, or 
not approve them, 
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3. That ſhe hath taken all poſſible Care to ſatis- 
fie ev'n the moſt Scrupulous, of her Innocency, and 
the cleerneſs of her Intentions in impoſing them, and 
fo hath uſed all reaſonable ways to take off Prejudi- 
ces and Offences, and hathjn all things ( as much as 
the thing would admit ) condeſcended to the 
weakeſt, and moſt infirm in Faith, or Underſtand- 
ing. 

theſe three veing made-out, it will appear, 
that the Church is ſo far from being Occaſion of of- 
fending the Weak, that ſhe hath exerciſed all pofli- 
ble Lenity and Tenderneſs towards them. 

Firſt, That the Methods the Church proceeded 
with 1n theſe things upon the Reformation, ſeemed 
moſt proper to prevent Offences, and that was when 
ſhe excluded all things that were Novel, Sinful, and 
tireſome, and retain'd what was of undoubted An- 
tiquity, eaſie, and uſeful. And this, ( whatſoever 
ſome bot Men may think ) was certainly the even- 
eſt courſe that could be taken to prevent Offences 
on all Hands. Had there been more, and more trou- 
bleſome kept, thoſe that complain now, might have 
Reaſon to be offended? Had all been thrown ayay, 
as well the uſeful as others, a contrary Party might 
have been offended, and when they faw us reform 
from what was convenient, they might have eſteem- 
ed the whole Reformation not juſt and neceſſary, but 
peeviſh or politick, and carry'd on forother ends be- 
fides Religion and the Salvation of Soule. I know 
this kind of reaſoning willnot down with ſome, and 
a man ſhall hardly eſcape from being call'd a Papiſt 
for urging it. But for all that, ſince 'tis neceſſary the 
Church ſhould open its Arms to receive all, fince the 


Apoltle 
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Apoſtle enjoyns, to give no offence, neither to the 
Jew, nor to the Gentile; it was (eſpecially at that 
time when a Nation was to be converted from the 
dregs of Popery) not only the Wiſdom, and Modera- 
tion, but the Chriſtianity too of the firſt Reformers 
to carry things with ſo much evenneſs and indiffe- 
rency 3 as not to pleaſe the Fury and Heats of the 
one Hand, nor the Errors and Faults on the other: 
And this took away a great many Offences, which 
were and ſtill are objected againſt Reformationsin o- 
ther places. And when they ſaw that we did not 
throw away the Mettle with the Droſs, that wedid 
not caſt off things profitable with the unprofitable, 
it was a plain Evidence, that the end of the Refor- 
mation was Truth, not Deſign ; that what was aim- 
ed at was not Oppoſition, Contradidtion, or Intereſt, 
but only to eſtabliſh and ſet up the Purity of the 
Goſpel. And this juſt and equal Dealing, was the moſt 


* prudent and Conſcientious courſe that could be ta- 


kento prevent offences, and a great many were by 
this means brought into the Church (for moſt of the 
Nation was converted) who in all probability, by 
other Furious Methods, by cutting up Root and 
Branch (as they call it) by deſtroying every thin 
then in uſe, how uſeful ſoever, would have been off- 
ended, that is, they would have been diſcouraged, 
and rather have kept to their old ſuperſtitions, than 
have entred into a Church which ARted ſo Unrea- 
ſonably. | 

I know it is ſaid, that this Method was proper e- 
on in theInfant ſtateof Reformation when mens: 
minds were yethankering after Ceremoniesand they 
could nat ſo ſoon be wean'd from their old Dotages, 
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and therefore it might then be neceſſary to comply 
with them, for fear of driving them quite away from 
us. Bur it is not ſo now, a thorow Reformation would 
be more fit and ſuitable; men are now grown more 
wife and underſtanding, and know that thefe things 
are vain and empty, Superſtitious and Ridiculous, 
and therefore Tafhirm, 

2. The things retain'd are decent and uſeful, ec. 
There are but Three or Four things about which all 
this ſtir is made, as the $urpliſs, and Liturgy, the 
Croſs in Baptiſm, and Kneeling at the Communion : 
Each of which notwithſtanding is fit and proper. Let 
any unprejudic'd man confider, whether a Decent 
and Solemn way of Worſhip is not apt to impreſs 
Reverence on mens minds, and whether diſtin&tion 
of Habits do's not contribute to the Solemnity. It 
plainly does ſo in Magiſtrates and Judges, and no 
Mortal man can give a Reaſon, why it ſhould not 
have theſame influence in Religious as well as Civil 
things. Is not Gods worſhip like to be better ſecur'd 
from indecency, miſtake and miſcarriage, by pre- 
ſcribed Rules, than by leaving the Modes to every 
giddy mans fancy and opinion Is not a farm of 
words, where the matter is maturely thought on, 
andevery expreſlion well weigt'd, more fit to excite 
Devotion, more ſuitable to expreſs thepeoples wants 
and defires, than raſh, inconfiderate, and haſty 
thoughts, than idle, intemperate, and ridiculous ex- 
preſſions? Is not the Croſs, the Badg of our Chri- 
ſttan profefiion* And when we are Baptiz'd into 
Chriſt's Death, is it not fie we ſhould be minded of 
it? That wenow take 'up the Croſs, and are to 


be Crucify'd to the World, that we ſhould not be 
aſham'd 
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albam'd of a Crucify'd Saviour, but own and pro- 
fels his Religion in ſpight of all oppoſition. When 
Mcn worſhip God, and Commemorate infinite bleſ- 
ſings, 1sit not fit this ſhould be done in the humbleſt 
polture 2 That therefore when we praiſe, and re- 
turn thanks to God and our Saviour, and. are par- 
takers of his Body and Blood, we rather Kneel, then 
behave ourfſclves as his equals, or as if we had been 
at a bodily entertainment with one of our Neigh- 
bours. 

Theſe things are plain and obvious at the firſt 
ſight, as very proper and expedient for the more or- 
derly and comely carrying on of Gods Worſhip. 
And this is the fir{t thing to beinquir'd into as tothe 
impoſition of any thing, whether they are fit forthe 
purpoſ.s they are intended,and if they are, then there 
is ſufficient Reaſon for the commanding them, tho 
ſome Perſons (ſhould not like them, or ſhould fall in- 
to inconvenience by them, and the Reaſon 1s becauſe 
the end of Laws is the good of the Society, and if 
the good of the greateſt partis thereby promoted, it 
juſtifies and warrants ſuch Impolitions* Now the 
Power the Church is inveſted with is for Edifica- 
rion,and if it injoyns ſuch things as are apt toedifie,;f 
it belongs to her to look after Gods ſervice, and if 
what ſhe hath ordain'd tends to the more due and 
Solemn performance of the things of Religion, to 
make men, at their Worſhip Reverent and Devour, 
and to prevent them from being vain, light, and im- 
pudent, then there is great Reaſon for the im 
theſe things, tho ſome Perſons ſhould be offended ac 
them z there could never any Laws be made, if e- 


very Mansdiſlikes or offences were to be firſt conſul- 
ted 
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ted the beſt things will off-nd ſome, Tertullian ſaith, 
Good things offend none but the Evil, Humility and 


;} Charity offend the proud and the covetous, Unt- 


ty and Peace are not agreeable to the turbulent and 
factious. Neither will the Laws enjoyning Decen- 
cy, Order, and Uaiformity bepleating to them, who 
love DiſtraQion, Slovenlineſs, and Irreverence in 
Gods Worſhip. 

3. The Church hath taken all poſible care to give 
allSatisfaCtion of Innocence and clearnefin her injun- 
ions, and ſo hath done (what lay in her) to take 
off all unreaſonable prejugices and offences againſt 
them. If ſome have taken miſtakes and miſapprehen- 
fions, if ſhe hath taken all care to reQifie thoſe mi- 
ſtakes, if they will ſtill be offended, the Church is by 
00 means chargeable with thoſe offences, ſhe hath ta- 
ken ſo much pains to remoye. And herein the Cha- 
rity and Condeſcention of the Church of England is 
very Remarkable; there is not ore of thoſe things 
which have been objeQed againſt her, but havebeen 
anſwered with all poſlible Clearnefs and Satisfattion, 
and there hath been all care taken fully to inform 
them ofthe clearneſsof her intentions, for inſtance,ſhe 
hath declar'dover and over,that ſhe placesno Holineſs 
in Veſtments, nor in any other Ceremonies, only ſhe 
uſeth them for Decency, Edification, and out of a 
due reſpe& to Antiquity. That the Croſs in Baptiſm 
 s not a new Sacrament, that it is not, nor ever was 
intended by her as any addition to Chrilts inſtituti- 
on, but only as a convenient initiatingRite into the 
Church. That by enjoyning Kneeling at the Com- 
munion, ſhe doth not intend any adoration of the 
Bread and Wine, but only a ſuitable geſture for the 


purpoſes 
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we are about at that Sacrament: And the 
[— ike may be ſaid of every other thing that is cavil'd 
at. And now if after theſe full and often-Declarat- 
ons they are reſoly'd they will not believe them, not 
examine the Truth ofthem ; if th are ſtill reſolv'd 
to be miſtaken, their miſtakesare ate and will- 
ful, and it is not in the Churches power to help it, 
ſhehath done all ſhe can do, theymay, if they wil 
beſtill offended and fly from our Communion, but 
ſurely it can never with any Reaſon be Gid the 
Church hath occaſioned them fo to do. And this 
the Fifth thing. 
6. 1 (hall endeavour, briefly to apply this to our 
Practiſe. 
Firſt, Let us with Zeal and Vigoraſlert the Con- 
— theChurch notwithſtanding the miſtakes, 
pretended offences of 1 t or ill meani 
da I would not be ſo miltaken, as if 1had not 
ken : Bur Goncly e honeſt man, tho he is miſta- 
But ſurely it does not beoome us to feedtheir 
and for want of acquainting them with 
their Duty, to faffer them to continue in erxor all 
their lives long « the more Charity we have for them, 
the greater cave we thall take to inſtru ___ and 
town them from ym typo 9 
_ _ Mealy Mouth'd, or ( is worſe } 
n any unworthy complyances we to 
them, ot cannive at them, —_— trade 
and neally offend them. 
2. Len! us be careful of our Converſation that as 
the Church hath not, ſo we may give no occafionof 
offence. Innacent Ceremonies are not, but =—_— 


are offentive, —— 


way 
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way we pervertany,weare reſponſible for the offences 
we cauſe. Our Follies will refle&t upon the Church ; 
thoſe who.never examin'dit's principles, will be apt 
tothink heras vitious, asour ſelves, that ſhe connives 
at thoſe Crimes her Members commit. I know 'tis noe 
reaſonable from the Sins of Profeſſors to argue 
evil of the Religion : But fince the whole World is 
Govern'd more by Example, then direQion, it will 
certainly concern us, for the Churchesſake, and for 
our own, that we do not juſtly occafion men to 
_ evil of her, or of us There is not a vice the 
2hurch of Exgland tolerates, nor a vertue that it 
doth not encourage to, and yet (we may remember) 
the irregularities of ſome —— Members was 
made an objeQion againſt the whole Church, every 
Error, or Looſeneſs in a Member was made the fault 
of the Church. - And ſoit is ſtill, our Mother will be 
wounded through our ſides, every diſorder we com- 
mit will be an t againſt her, and a diſcou- 
from her Communion 3 we may Reaſon for 
ever;/but if we do not live too, weſhaltnever gain 
Men to.our Chuch; Reaſon is an abſtruſe thing and 
all have.not Faculties; butbad:manners are obvious, 
and every man hathitalent enough to know; our 
Sins thereforew1il{ hinder more then-our perſwaſions 
can draw, and thoſe that can 'never anſwer our Ar- 
ts,- will-yet gain Ground by our Vices ; and 

re trucly we are beholding to our Adverſaries, 
they will beſure to mind us otour Faults and ſome- 
times when there is no Ground, and think by charg- 
10g us to diſcharge themſelves even from far greater 
Sins : But our Fas will not make 'them Innocent; 
and an: Irregular: behaviour in a Church-Member 


will. 
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wilt not juſtifie Pride, and FaGios, and Schiſm in a 
veperncill. Nor yet will their diſorders acquitours, 
nor will ours be leſs becauſetheirs are greater. What 
I ſhall therefore recommend is, that whereas they 
cannot fpeak againſt us as Rebels, Schiſmatics, Sediti- 
ons, Turbulent, and unquiet, we may take care they 
ſhall not juſtly charge us with any other vice : For 
let us do what we can, they will ſpeak evil of us, 
which wecannot help, but we can help, and let us 
take care, that they do not” do it juſtly, but as the 
Apoſtle ſaith, (1 Pet. 2. 12.) Let ns have our Conver- 
ſation o—_y them, that whereas they ſpeak againſt 
as as evil-doevs, they may be our good Works, which they 
ſhall bebold glorifh God in the Day of Viſtation. 


